Abstract: BACKGROUND: Dermoscopy is a diagnostic tool that can reveal morphological structures not visible upon clinical examination. HYPOTHESIS/OBJECTIVES: To assess the usefulness and applicability of dermoscopy for the examination of healthy cat skin. ANIMALS: Twenty-one domestic short-haired cats from a feline rescue association. METHODS: Four regions (head, dorsal neck, sacral and abdominal regions) were examined with both a contact hand-held nonpolarized light dermoscope at 10-fold magnification and a videodermoscope at 70-fold magnification. Findings were assessed using histological analysis of skin samples cut both longitudinally and transversely, set as the gold standard. RESULTS: With a hand-held dermoscope at 10-fold magnification, thick, straight primary hairs surrounded by multiple secondary hairs were observed. With a videodermoscope at 70-fold magnification, hair shaft thickness was measured and the follicular openings and arrangement of vessels were clearly observed. Correspondence was observed between dermoscopic and histological results. CONCLUSIONS AND CLINICAL IMPORTANCE: Dermoscopy represents a valid noninvasive and reproducible technique that could be helpful in clinical examination. Background -Dermoscopy represents a diagnostic tool that by revealing
Introduction

23
Mammalian skin is both the largest organ of the body and a physiologic barrier 24 between the animal and environment. A great deal of information on dermatologic 25 conditions can be obtained by microscopically studying materials collected from hair 26 and skin. For this purpose, several easy-to-perform techniques can be used to add 27 valuable information to a case workup. 1 
28
In recent decades, there has been growing use of new diagnostic tools in the 29 dermatology field, mostly in humans. 
Materials and Methods
50
Study population: Twenty-one domestic short-haired cats from a feline rescue 51 association were enrolled in this study. This group included 2 intact females, 9 52 spayed females, and 10 neutered males, ranging in age from 1 to 6 years (mean ± 53 SD= 2.7 ± 1.8) and in body weight from 1.9 to 6 kg (mean ± SD= 3. 
Results
94
Dermoscopic features: With handheld dermoscopy at 10-fold magnification, thick, follicle surrounded by three or four secondary hair follicles (Figure 1b, 2b) .Ventrally,
113
up to 14-16 secondary hair follicles surrounded the primary hair follicle (Figure 2d ).
114
Superficial dermal vessels were also observed as normal (Figure 2d ). 
